UNIBOND FOOTBALL LEAGUE ¢
PREMIER DIVISION “ h

Monday 25™ August.2008.

%Unded 155’

NANTWICH TOWN 3 (shotton 1, 43, Gibson 53)
PRESCOT CABLES 2 (Mcintosh 23, McEwan 90)

NANTWICH TOWN: Jones. Taylor. Tickle. Tinson. O’Loughlin (Smith 45). Parkinson. Gibson. Blackhurst
(Beasley 67). Shotton. Lennon. Heler (Griggs 75). Substitutes: Smith. Griggs. Carter. Hawthorne.
Beasley.

PRESCOT CABLES: Dittmer. Parry. Smith. Law (O’Donnell 65). Bell. Mcintosh. Price. Taylor ©.
Connolly. Byers (Kennedy 65). Williams. Substitutes: Kennedy. McEwan (Connolly 65). O’'Donnell. Young.

Referee: Mr J.A Sheffield
Attendance: 694

MATCH REPORT

Nantwich got off to a flying start in their first home game since promotion to the Premier Division
— 19 year old striker Ryan Shotton giving the ‘Dabbers’ a first minute lead before completing a
brace in the 43™ minute in only his second full start since a close season move from Kidsgrove
Athletic. Meanwhile, Robin Gibson took the place of Ashley Carter in midfield — scoring in the
53" minute following a defensive clearance from which he rifled a vicious first time volley into
the top corner of the net from just inside the box leaving visiting ‘keeper Dittmer with no chance
to produce a save.

The new pitch, which was having it's first taste of football since completion in early July,
received universal approval and after winning the toss, Gibson started a 3 man move from just
over the halfway line that culminated in Shotton collecting the ball and after deceiving his
marker, Shotton swept across the box before firing a powerful low drive from 10 yards across
Dittmer into the far corner of the net.

Meanwhile, at the other end, Jones punched clear from a Williams free kick deep on the right
whilst moments later, O’Loughlin produced an important clearance when he headed clear at the
right hand post. In the 11™ minute Shotton displayed a good turn of pace when he collected the
ball inside his own half before setting off on a mazy run and brought Lennon into play just inside
the box. However, when Lennon turned to shoot his effort cannoned off a defender at the
expense of a throw in — Blackhurst responding with a throw that reached Shotton on the edge of
the 6 yard box but, despite a back header from Shotton 8 yards out that forced Dittmer to stretch
the effort wasn’t quite powerful enough to go through the ‘keepers outstretched hands.

Just before the quarter hour Prescot defender Law made a complete mess of a shot when
unmarked at 15 yards that should have at least forced Jones into action whilst at the other end -
Parkinson brought Shotton into play before the youngster fired narrowly wide of the left hand
post when well placed. Meanwhile, Nantwich left back Tickle provided Lennon with a great
chance to get on the score sheet but the close range strike from Lennon was charged down
before the ball then fell to Tinson — the ‘Dabbers’ centre half forcing Dittmer into a last gasp save
from the rebound.

But Prescot, who had shipped in goals into double figure in their opening 3 matches, continued
to plug away and in the 23" minute good work from Byers allowed the striker to fire unimpeded
across the 6 yard box to win a far sided corner — Prescot midfielder Mcintosh then taking
advantage of some slack defensive marking to drive the ball in from a couple of yards out at the
right hand post to level the score.



For the home side, Blackhurst went close with an 8 yard glancing header from a Shotton cross
from the right before Dittmer gathered on his line whilst at the other end, there was an almighty
scramble in the 6 yard box from which Nantwich were lucky to escape from conceding further.
On the half hour, Jones made a telling save when he held a close range effort from Law at the
foot of his right hand post before the game switched ends to where Shotton was again a threat
with an angled strike from deep that unfortunately missed the target. However, Shotton made no
mistake in the 43" minute. Good work in midfield by Parkinson allowed Shotton to drift in from
the left hand edge of the box before providing a fine finish with a powerful low shot to give
Dittmer no chance as the ball flashed into the bottom far corner of the net.

But on the stroke of half time, Nantwich were dealt a blow when they lost O’Loughlin to a left leg
injury — Richard Smith, for the second game in succession, taking the place of an injured player.

Half time: NANTWICH TOWN 2 \Y PRESCOT CABLES 1

After the break former QPR striker Karl Connolly delivered a tasty looking ball from just outside
the box for Prescot winger Williams but a poor finish from the No.11 let Nantwich off the hook —
at the other end, Gibson fired over from a left sided position whilst after winning the ball from the
resultant goal kick Gibson then went close with a fierce 12 yard drive following a corner that
Lennon had won from an initial strike that had glanced off a defender. However, Gibson made
no mistake in the 53 minute with a well taken goal from just inside the box. In the build up, a 3
man move from midfield was flicked on to Lennon with his first time reaction producing a
scramble in the 6 yard box — the ball then falling to Shotton who followed in with a shot that also
took a deflection — but only as far as Gibson who gave Dittmer no chance with a determined
finish to restore the two goal margin.

As the game moved toward the hour mark Tickle produced an important goal line block after
Wiliams had struck from close range before Nantwich then raided the Prescot half with an
excellent 5 man move that culminated in Heler forcing Dittmer into making a desperate save at
the foot of his left hand post with a strike from 12 yards. Meanwhile, Dittmer was in action again
when he brilliantly tipped over the bar — this time from Blackhurst after Heler initially cut the ball
back from the line before clipping the ball toward the well placed ‘Dabbers’ No.8. On 65 minutes
Prescot introduced maximum substitutions in an effort to claw back the deficit but it was that
man Shotton who threatened yet again — this time in the 72" minute when he forced Dittmer to
turn away the young striker’'s effort from inside the area, albeit at the expense of a throw-in.
Nantwich introduced Griggs and Beasley late in the game — meanwhile, from a loose ball,
Gibson took another pot shot at the target but which fell wide — Beasley got on the end of a
clearance to flash a shot across the 6 yard box before Shotton was then a whisker away from
completing a hat trick after Griggs initially floated the ball in from the left but when Dittmer
elected to come off his line it was enough to force the young ‘Dabbers’ striker to clip his shot
narrowly over the bar.

But, to Prescot's credit, they never gave up, and right on the stroke of normal time Connolly’s
replacement in attack McEwan let fly from distance with the straightest of shots that fizzed past
Jones into the right hand corner of the net to set up a nervous finish for the home side. The
visitors continued to pile in and Nantwich were grateful to Tinson for clearing from under the bar
whilst in almost the last touch of the second period, Griggs went close with an angled strike that
fell inches wide of the left hand post.

Nantwich head coach Steve Davis, whilst happy to secure the points was far from satisfied and
said:- “ We made hard work of it, and were some distance from the excellent performance we
produced against Worksop on Saturday. Passes went astray — defensively we looked vulnerable
at times and were too flat when in good positions to take advantage of Prescot. We've been
here before — we take an early lead then sit back as though we can stroll through the game. By
Saturday, against Kendal, | can only hope we are switched on again”.

Man of the match: Liam Shotton.



